
 

CBSSM continues to do good by do-
ing well. Our work -- helping pa-
tients and caregivers negotiate diffi-
cult decisions and calling attention 
to, and helping to resolve, social 
and ethical problems created by old 
and new medical technologies -- is 
helping to humanize medicine.  
CBSSM is an attractive home for 
scholars from across departmental 
and disciplinary boundaries. In this 
newsletter, we spotlight one of our 
newest colleagues, Andrew Shu-
man, MD.  Andy is an Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department of Otolar-
yngology, studying ethics consulta-
tion in oncology and the way laryn-
geal cancer patients make decisions 
regarding treatment. He is also con-
tributing to the ethics education of 
the next generation of physicians 
(page 2). 

The training of future researchers is 
a core goal of CBSSM. Current post-
doctoral fellows Aisha Langford, Ja-
net Childerhose, Erica Sutton and 
Michele Gornick are vital members 
of teams working on our several 
research projects, while they are 
also establishing their own research 
agendas. An indication of how well 
we are doing is the recent accom-
plishment of Dr. Gornick, who re-
ceived a professional development 
award from MICHR to study the 

communication of genomic se-
quencing information with clini-
cians. 

This year, we also welcome two 
new postdoctoral fellows, Aaron 
Scherer, PhD in Psychology and 
Lauren Wancata, MD, General Sur-
gery (page 3). 

Another important aspect of our 
work at CBSSM is the promotion of 
policy discussions, ethics educa-
tion, and public outreach activities. 
CBSSM faculty form the core of the 
Medical Ethics Pathway of Excel-
lence (page 4) and we co-sponsor 
various events, such as the Bishop 
Lecture in Bioethics and CBSSM 
Research Colloquium (page 5), and 
our bimonthly Seminar series 
(pages 6-7).  Last spring we co-
hosted a lively and highly success-
ful panel discussion of how to han-
dle incidental findings in clinical 
sequencing (page 6). 

In this issue you will also find high-
lights from faculty news and press 
coverage (pages 8-9), publications 
(pages 10-11), presentations (page 
7), and new grants (page 11) from 
2014, as well as, CBSSM staff news 
(pages 12-13). 

We invite you to be part of our suc-
cess, to join us in the important 
work of CBSSM.   
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Spotlight on Ethics: Andrew Shuman, MD 
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Andrew G. Shuman, MD joined the faculty of the CBSSM with his academic hire in 2014.  He serves as 

an Assistant Professor in the Department of Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery, and also the 

Chief of the ENT Section of the Surgery Service at the VA Ann Arbor Health System.  He serves as a 

member on the adult ethics committee and consult service.  His current research interests explore 

ethical issues involved in caring for patients with head and neck cancer, ethics education, and in man-

aging clinical ethics consultations among patients with cancer.  

One of his ongoing empirical research projects involves describing how patients with laryngeal cancer 

contextualize their diagnosis and treatment options, and understanding how they make decisions   

regarding whether to undergo surgical or non-surgical treatment.  This research has been funded by 

an American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery grant, and his findings will be pre-

sented at the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery annual meeting, and the 

International Federation of Head and Neck Oncologic Societies (IFHNOS) / AHNS 5th World Congress, 

both in the coming year.  He is currently preparing his data for publication. 

Ethics education is another of his core academic interests.  He developed a case-based grand rounds 

format for departmental ethics education which remains active, and has designed novel courses 

teaching ethics to undergraduate and postgraduate medical students , as well as resident physicians 

at multiple institutions.  He is involved in research exploring how to more effectively teach ethics to 

medical trainees, and is involved in a recently submitted NIH grant exploring educational opportuni-

ties in international research ethics.  On a national level within his specialty, Dr. Shuman has orga-

nized and been involved in ethics panels and educational programming with the American Academy 

of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, American Head and Neck Society, and Combined Otolar-

yngology Society Meetings. 

Recent ethics-related publications by Dr. Shuman: 

Shuman AG. Clinical ethics in otolaryngology: at the bedside. Ear Nose 

Throat J. 2013 Jun;92(6):240-1.  

Shuman AG, Korc-Grodzicki B, Shklar V, Palmer F, Shah JP, Patel SG. A new 

care paradigm in geriatric head and neck surgical oncology. J Surg Oncol. 

2013;108(3):187-91. 

Shuman AG, McCabe MS, Fins JJ, Kraus DH, Shah JP, Patel SG. Clinical ethics 

consultation in patients with head and neck cancer. Head Neck. 2013 

Nov;35(11):1647-51. 

Shuman AG, Montas SM, Barnosky AR, Smith LB, Fins JJ, McCabe MS. Clini-

cal ethics consultation in oncology. J Oncol Pract. 2013 Sep;9(5):240-5. 

Vertrees SM, Shuman AG, Fins JJ. Learning by doing: effectively incorpo-
rating ethics education into residency training. J Gen Intern Med. 2013 
Apr;28(4):578-82.  

Andrew Shuman, MD     



 

Aaron Scherer recently 

earned his PhD in Psy-

chology from the Univer-

sity of Iowa and utilizes 

methodologies from so-

cial psychology, social 

cognition, and neuropsy-

chology to study the 

causes and consequenc-

es of biased beliefs re-

garding health and politics. 

One aspect of his research examines the causes of 

biased beliefs, primarily focusing on biased infor-

mation seeking. It highlights the role that desirabil-

ity (e.g., positive affect associated with being right; 

money) plays in distorting information seeking and 

subsequent confidence and decision making. His 

other line of research examines the consequences 

of biased beliefs across a variety of contexts such 

as the impact of comparative biases on intentions 

to change eating behaviors; metaphors on inten-

tions to get vaccinated; and political stereotypes 

on political polarization. 

New Postdoctoral Research Fellows 
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Aaron Scherer, PhD Lauren Wancata, MD 

Lauren Wancata received 

her medical degree from 

the University of Cincin-

nati and is a current Gen-

eral Surgery resident at 

the University of Michi-

gan. Her experiences as a 

physician have helped 

develop her focus in the 

care of patients at the 

end of life. She is in her research year and her 

focus is in bioethics and end of life issues specifi-

cally in a surgical population. 

PIHCD Working Group  

Working group meetings provide an opportunity 

for investigators to receive feedback on research 

proposals, drafts of papers, grant applications, or 

any other aspects of projects at any stage of de-

velopment. 

In order to better serve our faculty needs, we 

have merged the Bioethics Working Group 

(BWG) with the Program in Health Communica-

tion and Decision Making ( PICHD) Working 

Group. Both working groups have similar goals 

and many of the project presented at these work-

ing groups touch both on bioethics and health 

communication and decision making.   

PIHCD usually meets on Wednesday or Thursdays 

at 2 or 3 pm in B004E. 

To be added to the PIHCD email list, contact Ni-

cole Exe at nexe@umich.edu  OR  join the email 

list through the CBSSM website:                     

http://cbssm.med.umich.edu 



 

Medical Ethics Pathway of Excellence  
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CBSSM’ s curriculum efforts focus on extending the existing medical ethics curriculum for undergrad-

uate medical students at UM.  We are making the medical ethics curriculum more systematic and ex-

plicit, increasing medical student interest in, and excitement about, the ethical challenges of medi-

cine. Our most recent education initiative is the Medical Ethics Pathway of Excellence, an opportunity 

for students to receive mentored training in ethics throughout their four years of medical school. 

Overview of Medical Ethics Pathway to Excellence: 

Introduced in September 2013 and 10 students were accepted in 2014. 

Students apply to the Ethics Path of Excellence at the end of February during their M1 year, and 

continue their studies through their M4 year. Through this program, they learn to:  

Identify ethical issues in the organization and delivery of health care 

Implement tools and strategies to address ethical issues 

Continue professional education and leadership development 

Highlights:  

Before applying to the Ethics Path of Excellence, students can attend fourteen inter-

active lunchtime lectures (and must attend at least five) that review various aspects 

of ethics in a healthcare setting.  

There is specialized training for students who want to serve on ethics committees 

and/or include ethics as part of an academic career. 

Opportunities exist for individualized, independent study, combined with field work  

        with CBSSM, and a capstone project in the M4 year. 

 

“We really want to educate people to be the ethics committee consultants of the future. I think it's 

pretty unique to have the option of pursuing this extracurricular program because essentially it 

teaches you leadership skills and how to be a self-directed learner. These are skills you'll really need 

when you become faculty. Students can take their interest in ethics and pursue it further.”              

Lauren Smith, M.D., Associate Professor of Pathology 

 

Lauren Smith is the Director of the Path of Excellence. Andrew Barnosky, Christian Vercler and    

Raymond De Vries are core faculty members.  

  

Source:  

http://medicine.umich.edu/medschool/education/md-program/opportunities/ethics-path-excellence 



 

The 2014 CBSSM Research Colloquium was held May 15th in the 
Michigan League. The Colloquium featured the Bishop Lecture in 
Bioethics as the keynote address. Myra Christopher presented the 
Bishop Lecture with a talk entitled: "The Moral Imperative to Trans-
form the Way Pain is Perceived, Judged and Treated." Myra Christo-
pher holds the Kathleen M. Foley Chair in Pain and Palliative Care at 
the Center for Practical Bioethics. 
 
Colloquium presenters and their topics were as follows: 

 Andrew G. Shuman, MD, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Otolaryngology, University of Michigan: "When Not to Oper-
ate: The Dilemma of Surgical Unresectability" 

 Phoebe Danziger, MD, University of Michigan Medical School: "Beliefs, Biases, and Ethical Dilem-
mas in the Perinatal Counseling and Treatment of Severe Kidney Anomalies" 

 Kathryn L. Moseley, MD, MPH, Assistant Professor, Pediatrics and Communicable Diseases, Uni-
versity of Michigan: "Electronic Medical Records: Challenges for Clinical Ethics Consultation" 

 Helen Morgan, MD,  Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of Michigan: 
"Academic Integrity in the Pre-Health Undergraduate Experience" 

 Tanner Caverly, MD, MPH, Health Services Research Fellow, Ann Arbor VA Medical Center and 
Clinical Lecturer, University of Michigan: "How Transparent are Cancer Screening & Prevention 
Guidelines about the Benefits and Harms of What They Recommend?" 

 Susan D. Goold, MD, MHSA, MA , Professor of Internal Medicine and Health Management and 
Policy, School of Public Health, University of Michigan: "Controlling Health Costs: Physician Re-
sponses to Patient Expectations for Medical Care" 

 

2014 Research Colloquium & Bishop Lecture 
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From left: Ellen Bishop, David Bishop, Myra Christopher, Susan Goold, Angie Fagerlin 



 

CBSSM Panel Presentation: "Incidental Findings in Clinical Exome and Genome             
Sequencing: The Drama and the Data" 
April 21, 2014 

CBSSM co-sponsored a special panel session regarding 
the recent American College of Medical Genetics and 
Genomics (ACMG) guidelines for reporting incidental 
findings in clinical sequencing. 

The keynote presenter was Robert C. Green, MD, MPH, 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Division of Genetics at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School. 

Panel Presenters: 

Jeffrey W. Innis, MD, PhD, Morton S. and Henrietta 
K. Sellner Professor in Human Genetics and Director, 
Division of Pediatric Genetics, University of Michi-
gan 

Wendy R. Uhlmann, MS, CGC, Clinical Associate Professor, Department of Internal Medicine and De-
partment of Human Genetics, University of Michigan 

The panel was moderated by Sharon L.R. Kardia, PhD, Director, Public Health Genetics Program and the 
Life Sciences and Society Program, School of Public Health, University of Michigan. 

This event was co-sponsored by CBSSM, the Department of Human Genetics, Genetic Counseling Pro-
gram, and Life Sciences and Society, Department of Epidemiology. 

The panel was very well-received with 75 attendees. 

2014 CBSSM Event Highlights 
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Douglas White, MD, MAS Talk 
May 8, 2014 

Douglas B. White, MD, MAS, UPMC Endowed Chair 
for Ethics in Critical Care Medicine, Associate, Pro-
fessor of Critical Care Medicine Director, Program 
on Ethics and Decision Making in Critical Illness 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center presented 
a talk entitled, “Why Is There A Disconnect About 
Prognosis Between Physicians And Surrogates In 
Intensive Care Units?” This presentation addressed 
empirical work on the causes and consequences of 
discordance about prognosis. It also addressed the 
development of an intervention to improve surro-
gate decision making in ICUs.   

Eric Campbell, PhD Talk 
March 20, 2014 

Co-sponsored by IHPI, the Department of Medical 
Education, and CBSSM, Eric Campbell, PhD, Profes-
sor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School gave an 
IHPI Special Lecture entitled, "Physician Openness 
and Honesty With Patients—Results of a National 
Survey." This presentation explored the issue of 
physician openness and honesty with patients in 
the current health care context. 
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Fall Seminar Series 2014 

Twice-monthly seminars are sponsored by CBSSM 

on a variety of topics.  Seminars are generally 

scheduled on Wednesdays or Thursdays, at 3:00-

4:00 pm located in 266C, NCRC Building 16, un-

less otherwise noted. 

 

Fall 2014 seminar dates: 

September 11   Intro to CBSSM Projects 

September 18    Tom Tomlinson, PhD 

                                   Michigan State University 

October 8      Aaron Scherer, PhD 

October 23  Barbara Koenig, PhD, UCSF 

November 5  Stephanie Kukora, MD 

November 20  Sandra Wong, MD, MS 

December 3  Kevin Kerber, MD 

         

 

See http://cbssm.med.umich.edu/news-

events/events/cbssm-seminars for updates. You 

can be added to the CBSSM seminar list from the 

CBSSM website home page. 

Bioethics Grand Rounds 
Wednesdays, Noon, Ford Auditorium 
Bioethics Grand Rounds is a monthly presentation  
and discussion of medical ethics. The Bioethics 
Grand Rounds is sponsored by the UMHS Adult and 
Pediatric Medical Ethics Committee and the Pro-
gram of Society and Medicine. This educational ses-
sion is open to all faculty and staff and members of 
the public. Bioethics Grand Rounds is co-
sponsored by CBSSM.  

 

Fall Bioethics Grand Rounds: 

September 24   Jeffrey Punch, MD 

October 29   Wendy Uhlmann, MS, CGC 

December 10   Aisha Langford, PhD 

 

The list of fall 2014 Bioethics Grand Rounds pre-
senters and topics can be found on the CBSSM 
Events page: http://cbssm.med.umich.edu/news-
events 

Selected CBSSM 2014 Faculty Presentations 

Fagerlin A. Risk Communication 
Methods for Helping Patients 
Understand the Risks and Bene-
fits of Genetic Testing. Europe-
an Society of Human Genetics, 
Milan, Italy. 

Goold S, Rowe Z, Cunningham 
C, Ledon C, Martinez S, Solo-
mon S, Szymecko L. We got 
(serious) game for community 
research! Concurrent Session 
Presentation. Community-
Campus Partnerships in Health. 
Chicago, IL. 

Howell J.  Art and Medicine, 
Gheens Foundation Visiting 
Scholar in Humanism and Medi-
cine lecture, University of Louis-
ville, Louisville, KY. 

Jagsi R. Women in Science Plena-
ry Session and Workshop on the 
K to R Transition. Association of 
Professors of Medicine, Coral Ga-
bles, FL. 

Jimbo M. The decision making 
process and the implementation 
of decision aids, National Cancer 
Institute Advanced Topics in Im-

plementation Science Research 
Webinar Series, Bethesda, MD. 

Roberts, JS. Direct-to-consumer 
genetic testing for risk of Alzhei-
mer’s disease. Oral presentation 
at Alzheimer’s Association Inter-
national Conference, Copenha-
gen, Denmark. 

Zikmund-Fisher B. When Num-
bers Mumble. National Center 
for Environmental Health, U. S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Atlanta, GA. 



 

Selected CBSSM Faculty Highlights 
CBSSM welcomes faculty involvement across the University. Faculty affiliated with CBSSM come not only from 

the Medical School but also from the School of Public Health, the School of Public Policy, the Law School, the  

College of Literature, Science and the Arts, and the Institute for Social Research.   

Angie Fagerlin has been named one of "25 Cham-

pions of Shared Decision Making” according to 

the Informed Medical Decisions Foundation.  

Susan Goold is a newly elected Hastings Center 

Fellow. The Fellows are an elected association of 

researchers from around the world whose distin-

guished contributions in their fields have been 

influential in bioethics.  

Ray De Vries is co-author on a new publication in 

Academic Medicine, highlighting a successful 

model for collaboration which was developed in 

the early phases of a grant funded by the Bill & 

Melinda Gates Foundation. The Collaborative 

Health Alliance for Reshaping Training, Educa-

tion, and Research (CHARTER) project expanded 

the partnerships between the University of Mich-

igan and several Ghanaian academic institutions 

to enhance health care provider education and 

build and/or increase research capacity.  

Vic Strecher was presented with the 2014 Eliza-

beth Fries Health Education Award at the 65th 

Annual Meeting of the Society for Public Health 

Education (SOPHE). The James F. and Sarah T. 

Fries Foundation honored Strecher for pioneering 

the development of computer tailored health 

programs that have transformed the way people 

learn about and manage their health. 

Brian Zikmund-Fisher was featured on NPR’s “All 

Thing Considered.” Brian shared his personal ex-

periences with risk and probability in medical de-

cision making. 

Michele Gornick, VA/CBSSM Postdoctoral Fellow, 

recently received a multidisciplinary career devel-

opment award as part of MICHR’s Postdoctoral 

Translational Scholars Program (PTSP).  

Sarah Hawley’s JAMA article, “Social and Clinical 

Determinants of Contralateral Prophylactic Mastec-

tomy” has received national press and has been fea-

tured in NBC News, CBS News, the Chicago Tribune, 

MSN, and many, many other venues. Reshma Jagsi 

and several others were co-authors on this study. 

Angie Fagerlin was recently listed as one of the top 

1% of most-cited researchers worldwide per 

Thompson Reuters. 

Jacob Seagull was part of a team recognized as win-

ners of the sixth-annual Provost's Teaching Innova-

tion Prize for their development of a training portal 

to help health care professionals better understand 

the needs of at-risk populations. CaringWithCom-

passion.org is an online, modular curriculum that 

covers public healthcare systems and bio-

psychosocial care for the underserved and is supple-

mented by a novel, game-based learning tool. 

The Visualizing Health Project was recently featured 

in “Seeing Is Believing: Infographics Revolutionizing 

The Patient Experience” (Forbes). Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation (RWJF) and the UM Center for 

Health Communications Research (CHCR) joined 

forces for “Visualizing Health,” a project examining 

how data visualization for risk behavior can be ap-

plied. CBSSM’s Angela Fagerlin, Brian Zikmund-

Fisher, Nicole Exe, and Knoll Larkin were involved 

this project. 

Sarah Hawley recently received a 3-year American 

Cancer Society grant totaling more than $850,000 

for her proposal, "Population Based Study of Breast 

Cancer Decision Support Networks." 

Nick Steneck  was 1 of 3 invited speakers to the 

Presidential Commission for the Study of Bioethical 

Issues (Bioethics Commission) to provide insights on 

the importance of professional ethics and profes-

sionalism in neuroscience research. 
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Selected Faculty Highlights (continued) 

Reshma Jagsi’s study in the Journal of Clinical 

Oncology about financial decline in breast cancer 

survivors has been cited by various health media 

outlets, including Bio-Medicine, Health News Di-

gest, and various other outlets. The study found 

that after receiving treatment, a quarter of 

breast cancer survivors were found to be worse 

off financially.  

Beth Tarini's 2009 study regarding use of new-

born screening samples for research was cited in 

US News & World Report, which found only 28.2 

percent of parents were “very or somewhat will-

ing” to consent to research using their child’s 

blood samples if their permission were not ob-

tained. Without consent, 55.7 percent would be 

“very unwilling.” 

Brian Zikmund-Fisher was quoted in a Scientific 

American article about risk communication of 

certain chemicals in the lives of expectant par-

ents.  

Kenneth Langa was reelected to the 2014 class of 

new members of the American Society for Clini-

cal Investigation (ACSI). ASCI comprises more 

than 3,000 physician-scientists from all medical 

specialties who are elected to the society for 

their outstanding records of scholarly achieve-

ment in biomedical research before the age of 

50. 

Lewis Morgenstern’ s stroke education study 

offered in public schools in Texas to help children 

recognize symptoms of stroke is cited by Yahoo 

News, NPR, Fox News, and many other news out-

lets. Morgenstern was quoted, "The data was 

highly positive in terms of knowledge about 

stroke and their intention to call 911... The earlier 

we can make people aware of stroke and that it's 

arguably the most treatable of all catastrophic 

conditions, the better off we will be." 

Susan Goold was the senior author on an article 

receiving the annual “Professionalism Article 

Prize” by the ABIM Foundation. Jon C. Tilburt, MD, 

MPH of the Mayo Clinic is the study’s first author. 

This award recognizes outstanding contributions to 

the field of medical professionalism. The article 

“Views of U.S. Physicians About Controlling Health 

Care Costs” was published in the Journal of the 

American Medical Association in July 2013. 

Carl Schneider was recently quoted in the Los Ange-

les Times Health & Fitness article, “Scale of medical 

decisions shifts to offer varied balances of pow-

er.” The article discusses the roles and responsibili-

ties of doctors and patients in the medical decision 

making process.  

Brian Zikmund-Fisher was interviewed by Reuters 

Health for the article "Shared decision making still 

lacking for cancer screening." He discusses his re-

search and trade-offs in cancer screenings. His inter-

view also received press in the Chicago Tribune and 

New York Daily News. 

Susan Goold was interviewed by the LA Times about 

doctors assisting with prison executions despite eth-

ics rules. Goold is the Chair of AMA’s Council on Eth-

ical and Judicial Affairs.  

A recent study, “Influence of ‘GERD’ Label on Par-

ents’ Decision to Medicate Infants” by CBSSM facul-

ty Brian Zikmund-Fisher, Angela Fagerlin, and Beth 

Tarini was featured in a recent New York Times arti-

cle, “Calling an Ordinary Health Problem a Disease 

Leads to Bigger Problems.” Laura Scherer, previous 

CBSSM postdoctoral fellow and current Assistant 

Professor at University of Missouri was lead author 

on the study. 

Masahito Jimbo was promoted to Professor of Fam-

ily Medicine and Urology. 

Brian Zikmund-Fisher was promoted to Associate 

Professor of Health Behavior and Health Education, 

and Research Associate Professor, Department of 

Internal Medicine. 
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Rovner DR, Rothert ML, Holmes-Rovner M. Refining a 

brief decision aid in stable CAD: cognitive interviews. 

BMC Med Inform Decis Mak. 2014;14:10.  

Kim SYH, Miller FG. Informed consent for pragmatic 

trials - The integrated consent model. N Engl J Med. 

2014;370:769-72. 

Kim SYH, Vries RD, Parnami S, Wilson R, Kim HM, 

Frank S, et al. Are therapeutic motivation and having 

one's own doctor as researcher sources of therapeutic 

misconception? J Med Ethics. 2014. *Epub ahead of 

print+ 

Langford AT, Resnicow K, Dimond EP, Denicoff AM, 

Germain DS, McCaskill-Stevens W, et al. Racial/ethnic 

differences in clinical trial enrollment, refusal rates, 

ineligibility, and reasons for decline among patients at 

sites in the National Cancer Institute's Community 

Cancer Centers Program. Cancer. 2014;120:877-84.  

Levy H, Ubel PA, Dillard AJ, Weir DR, Fagerlin A. Health 

numeracy: The importance of domain in assessing nu-

meracy. Med Decis Making.  2014;34:107-15. 

Padela AI, Malik AY, Curlin F, De Vries R. *Re+

considering Respect for Persons in a Globalizing World. 

Dev World Bioeth. 2014.*Epub ahead of print+  

Roberts JS, McLaughlin SJ, Connell CM. Public beliefs 

and knowledge about risk and protective factors for 

Alzheimer's disease. Alzheimers Dement. 2014.*Epub 

ahead of print+  

Sabbatini AK, Tilburt JC, Campbell EG, Sheeler RD, Eg-

ginton JS, Goold SD. Controlling Health Costs: Physi-

cian Responses to Patient Expectations for Medical 

Care. J Gen Intern Med. 2014.*Epub ahead of print+  

Singer E, Couper MP, Fagerlin A, Fowler FJ, Levin CA, 

Ubel PA, Van Hoewyk J, Zikmund-Fisher BJ.  The role 

of perceived benefits and costs in patients' medical 

decisions. Health Expect. 2014;17:4-14. 

Smith LB, Cooke CR, Goldman EB. Truly personalized 

medicine? Hastings Cent Rep. 2014;44:11-2.  

Tait AR, Teig MK, Voepel-Lewis T. Informed consent 

for anesthesia: a review of practice and strategies for 

optimizing the consent process. Can J Anaesth. 2014.

*Epub ahead of print+  

Ahmed SF, Gardner M, Sandberg DE. Management of 

children with disorders of sex development: new care 

standards explained. Psychol Sex. 2014;5:5-14. 

Caverly TJ, Combs BP, Moriates C, Shah N, Grady D. 

Too much medicine happens too often: the teachable 

moment and a call for manuscripts from clinical train-

ees. JAMA Intern Med. 2014;174:8-9. 

Caverly TJ, Prochazka AV, Binswanger IA, Kutner JS, 

Matlock DD. Confusing Relative Risk with Absolute 

Risk Is Associated with More Enthusiastic Beliefs 

about the Value of Cancer Screening. Med Decis Mak-

ing. 2014;34:686-92. 

De Blacam C, Vercler CJ. Teaching ethics and profes-

sionalism in plastic surgery: A systematic review. Ann 

Plast Surg. 2014;72:484-8. 

Everett JN, Gustafson SL, Raymond VM. Traditional 

roles in a non-traditional setting: genetic counseling in 

precision oncology. J Genet Couns. 2014; 23:655-60.  

Hawley ST, Jagsi R, Morrow M, Janz NK, Hamilton A, 

Graff JJ, Katz S. Social and clinical determinants of 

contralateral prophylactic mastectomy. JAMA Surg. 

2014;149:582-9. 

Jagsi R, Griffith KA, Decastro RA, Ubel P. Sex, role 

models, and specialty choices among graduates of US 

medical schools in 2006-2008. J Am Coll Surg. 

2014;218:345-52. 

Jagsi R, Hawley ST, Abrahamse P, Li Y, Janz NK, Griggs 

JJ, Bradley C, Graff JJ, Hamilton A, Katz SJ. Impact of 

adjuvant chemotherapy on long-term employment of 

survivors of early-stage breast cancer. Cancer. 

2014;120:1854-62. 

Jagsi R, Huang G, Griffith K, Zikmund-Fisher BJ, Janz 

NK, Griggs JJ, Katz S, Hawley ST. Attitudes toward and 

use of cancer management guidelines in a national 

sample of medical oncologists and surgeons. J Natl 

Compr Canc Netw. 2014;12:204-12. 

Kelly AG, Zahuranec DB, Holloway RG, Morgenstern 

LB, Burke JF. Variation in do-not-resuscitate orders for 

patients with ischemic stroke: Implications for nation-

al hospital comparisons. Stroke. 2014; 45:822-7.   

Kelly-Blake K, Clark S, Dontje K, Olomu A, Henry RC, 
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Vercler CJ, Buchman SR, Chung KC. Discussing harm-

causing errors with patients: An ethics primer for plas-

tic surgeons. Ann Plast Surg. 2014. *Epub ahead of 

print+  

Volk ML, Roney M, Fagerlin A. Pilot test of a patient 

decision aid about liver transplant organ quality. Liver 

Transpl. 2014;20:850-5. 

Zikmund-Fisher BJ. Continued use of 1-in-X risk com-

munications is a systemic problem. Med Decis Making. 

2014;34:12-3. 

Zikmund-Fisher BJ, Witteman HO, Dickson M, Fuhrel-

Forbis A, Kahn VC, Exe NL, Valerio M, Holtzman 

LG, Scherer LD, Fagerlin A.  Blocks, ovals, or people? 

Icon type affects risk perceptions and recall of picto-

graphs. Med Decis Making. 2014;34:443-53. 

Tait AR, Voepel-Lewis T, Chetcuti SJ, Brennan-

Martinez C, Levine R. Enhancing patient understand-

ing of medical procedures: Evaluation of an interac-

tive multimedia program with in-line exercises. Int J 

Med Inform. 2014;83:376-84. 

Tarini BA. The value of time in assessing the effective-

ness of newborn screening for congenital adrenal hy-

perplasia. JAMA Pediatr. 2014;168:515-6. 

Tilburt JC, Wynia MK, Montori VM, Thorsteinsdottir B, 

Egginton JS, Sheeler RD, Liebow M, Humeniuk KM, 

Goold SD. Shared decision-making as a cost-

containment strategy: US physician reactions from a 

cross-sectional survey. BMJ Open. 2014;4(1). 

Ubel PA, Jagsi R. Promoting population health through 

financial stewardship. N Engl J Med. 2014;370:1280-1. 
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Selected New Grants in 2014 
Birkmeyer N (PI) and An L, Banerjee M, Fagerlin A, 

Hawley S, Norton E, Prosser L. Improving Patient 

Decisions About Bariatric Surgery. Sponsor: PCORI 

Burke J and Skolarus L (PIs) and Morgenstern L, 

Freedman V, Lisabeth L (Co-Is). Reducing Racial 

Disparities in Post-Stroke Disability in the Elderly. 

Sponsor: NIH 

Fagerlin, Angela (PI). Applying Methods of User-

Centered Design to Achieve Patient-Centered Care.  

Direct Sponsor: Universite Laval  

Hawley, Sarah (PI) and Li Y, Griggs J, Katz S, Janz N 

(Co-Is). Population based study of breast cancer 

decision support networks. Sponsor: American 

Cancer Society 

Jagsi, Reshma (PI). Evaluating Patient Perspectives 

to Inform the Ethical Implementation of a Rapid 

Learning System for Oncology Care.  Sponsor: 

Greenwall Foundation 

Jagsi, Reshma (PI). Physician Views on Adjuvant 

Radiotherapy for Elderly Women with Early Stage 

Breast Cancer: Evaluating the Factors that Influ-

ence Translation of Evidence into Practice. Spon-

sor: Conquer Cancer Foundation of ASCO 

Kullgren J (PI) and Adler-Milstein J & Krupka E (Co-

Is). Decreasing Overuse of Low-Value Services 

through Pre-Visit Physician Commitments. Spon-

sor: Johnson, Robert Wood, Foundation 

Morgenstern L and Skolarus L (PIs) and Sanchez B 

(Co-I).  A stroke preparedness assessment instru-

ment. Sponsor: NIH  

Roberts S (PI). Returning Amyloid Imaging Re-

search Results to Persons at Risk for Dementia. 

Direct Sponsor: University of Pittsburgh  

Tarini B (PI).  Improving the Newborn Screening 

System in the Genomic Era. Direct Sponsor: Case 

Western Reserve University   

Tarini B (PI).  In My Shoes: Using Parent Narratives 

as a NBS Educational Tool. Sponsor:  Genetic Alli-

ance, Inc.   



 

Nicole Exe has recently celebrated her sixth year at 
CBSSM. Congratulations Nicole! 

Valerie Kahn and Rochelle DeCastro have recently 
celebrated their fifth year at CBSSM. Congratula-
tions Valerie and Rochelle! 

Nicole Exe and Rochelle DeCastro have put togeth-
er a monthly CBSSM career development series, 
“Expanding Your Horizons.” 

Rochelle DeCastro is first author on an Academic 
Medicine article, “Mentoring and the career satis-
faction of male and female academic medical facul-
ty.” Medicine. Reshma Jagsi is 
the senior author.  

Sandra Moing has a new baby 
granddaughter, Aliana Amari 
Jackson, born June 6, 2014 in 
Okinawa, Japan. Congratula-
tions Sandra! 
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CBSSM People 

Jacquelyn Miller joined 

CBSSM on April 28th as a 

Research Associate work-

ing with Dr. Jeffrey 

Kullgren on a research 

project related to decreas-

ing overuse of low-value 

health care services. 

Jacquelyn has a BS in Envi-

ronmental Policy and De-

veloping Country Studies 

(University of Michigan, School of Natural Re-

sources and Environment) and a MA in Sociology, 

specializing in environmental justice, feminist soci-

ology, and science and technology studies 

(Michigan State University). Her master's research 

addressed the Chagga homegarden agroforestry 

system of Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania. 

New Faces at CBSSM Megan Knaus joined CBSSM 
in the winter of 2014 and 
works with Drs. Fagerlin and 
Kullgren on several grant 
funded research projects re-
lated to patient decision mak-
ing, health communication, as 
well as a pilot study on work-
place health promotion and 
diabetes prevention. 

Megan received her BS in Human Biology and Bio-
ethics from Michigan State University and her MPH 
in Health Behavior and Health Education from the 
University of Michigan. Her interests are in health in 
the media, risk perception and communication, phy-
sician-patient communication, and the use of deci-
sion aids at the point of care. 

Outside of work, Megan enjoys recreation sports, 
biking, exploring her baking interests, and travelling. 

Staff News Chris Krenz joined CBSSM in 
the fall of 2014. He received 
his BA in Sociology from the 
University of Michigan, mi-
noring in Philosophy.  Before 
coming to CBSSM, Chris was 
located at the Institute for 
Social Research, working on 
projects concerning the 
health of Pacific Islanders 
and other minority popula-
tions.  

Chris primarily works with Dr. Raymond De Vries on a 
study exploring factors that influence whether bi-
obank donors provide consent for their biological ma-
terial to be used in research. 

His outside interests include moral philosophy, the 
sociology of religion, and criminal justice research, and 
in his spare time he enjoys reading, spending time 
with friends and family, and meditating. 



 

Center for Bioethics and  

Social Sciences in Medicine 

cbssm.med.umich.edu 
 

University of Michigan 

2800 Plymouth Road  

Building 16, 4th floor 

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2800 

Tel: 734-936-9297 

Fax: 734-936-8944 
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Join CBSSSM’s email list or update you 
email subscription on the CBSSM Web-
site. 

You can also connect with CBSSM on 
Twitter,  LinkedIn and on Facebook!  

CBSSM People CBSSM People (cont.) 

Student Staff at CBSSM  

Our former colleague, Kathleen “Kate” Conat passed 

away suddenly on June 25th. Kate was the Administrative 

Assistant for the Center for Behavioral and Decision Sci-

ences (CBDSM). Kate was a caring, intelligent, generous, 

strong woman. She touched many lives in a positive way 

through her strong in-

volvement for more 

than 20 years in the Yp-

silanti community. Kate 

cared deeply about so-

cial and civic issues, the 

strength of the commu-

nity, and was a great 

friend to many, many 

people. She will be 

greatly missed. 

In Memoriam Staff Departures 

Emily  Magoc is leaving CBSSM to pursue an 
accelerated 2nd degree BSN at the Duquesne 
University in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Daniel Connochie is leaving CBSSM to pursue a 
MPH in Health Behavior and Health Education 
at the University of Michigan. Daniel will also be 
working part-time at the Neurology Department 
starting this fall 
with CBSSM facul-
ty member, Darin 
Zahuranec. 

We wish Emily and 
Daniel best of luck 
in their new en-
deavors! 
 
 

Amal Alsamawi is a second-year graduate student at the SPH. She is currently working with Janet Childer-
hose on her pediatric bariatric surgery studies project. 

Tanvi  Mehta is a second-year graduate student at the SPH. She is returning this fall for a second work-study 
placement with Janet. 

Pranavi Midathada (Navi) is a junior at U of M, majoring in International Studies with a Biological Anthropol-
ogy minor. In her free time, she enjoys drawing and playing the ukulele. 

Tolulope Olorode is a MSW/MUP (Master of Urban Planning) dual degree student at U of M. She is from Chi-
cago and enjoys photography. She is working  on the PCORI and DECIDERS studies. 


