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Education and Training 
 

08/1993-05/1997 Bachelor of Arts, Evolutionary Biology. Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo 

MI  

08/1997-05/2001 Doctor of Medicine. University of Rochester School of Medicine and 

Dentistry, Rochester NY 

06/2001-06/2004 Internal Medicine Residency, University of Virginia Hospital, 

Charlottesville VA 

07/2004-06/2007 Gastroenterology and Hepatology Fellowship, University of Michigan 

Hospital, Ann Arbor MI 

07/2006-06/2007 Master of Science, Health and Healthcare Research. University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 

07/2006-06/2008 Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar, University of Michigan, Ann 

Arbor MI 

 

Certification and Licensure 
 

Board Certification 

2004 American Board of Internal Medicine (exp 2014) 

2007 American Board of Internal Medicine, Gastroenterology (exp 2017) 

2010 American Board of Internal Medicine, Transplant Hepatology (exp 2020) 

 

Licensure 

2006 Licensed Physician, State of Michigan  

 

Academic, Administrative, and Clinical Appointments 
 

Academic Appointments 

 

07/2007-05/2010 Lecturer, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 

07/2008-present Investigator, Center for Bioethics and Social Sciences in Medicine, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 

06/2010-present Assistant Professor, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 

07/2010-present Core faculty, Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program, University 

of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 
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Clinical Appointments 

 

07/2007 – 06/2009 Staff Physician, Ann Arbor VA Medical Center, Ann Arbor, MI 

07/2008 – 05/2010 Lecturer, Division Of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 

06/2010-present Assistant Professor, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor MI 

 

Administrative Appointments 

 

2010-present Director, Cirrhosis Program 

www.med.umich.edu/hepatology/clinics/cirrhosis 

2012-present Director, Liver Tumor Program 

 http://www.cancer.med.umich.edu/cancertreat/liver/the_clinic 

 

Research Interests 
 

Improving healthcare delivery in hepatology and liver transplantation 

- Organ donation and allocation 

- Organ quality 

- Chronic disease management of patients with cirrhosis 

 

Clinical Interests 
 

General hepatology 

Hepatocellular carcinoma 

Liver transplantation 

 

Grants 
 

Current 

 

Source: NIDDK 

Grant: K23DK085204 

Title:  “Decision Making about Organ Quality in Liver Transplantation” 

Role: PI 

Effort: 75% (01/2010 - 12/2014) 

 

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

Grant: 67816 

Grant:  Clinical Scholars Program 

Role: Core Faculty 

Effort: 5% (7/2010 – 6/2012) 

 

Past 
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Source: The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation/ Veterans Health Administration 

Title: Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar Program 

Role: Clinical Scholar 

Effort: 100% (7/2006-6/2008) 

 

Source: American Gastroenterological Association 

Grant: Research Scholar Award 

Title:  “Patient and Physician Decision Making about Organ Quality in Liver 

Transplantation” 

Role: Research Scholar 

Effort: 60% (7/2008 - 12/2009) 

 5% (1/2010 – 6/2010) 

 Concurrent with K23DK085204 (7/2010 - 6/2011) 

 

Source: Greenwall Foundation 

Grant: Bioethics Project Grant 

Title: “Group Culture and Decision Making in Liver Transplant Selection Committees” 

Role: Principal Investigator 

Effort: 10% (7/2008 - 6/2009) 

 

Source: NIDDK 

Grant: RC1-DK087014 

Title:  “Emergent Organ Donation following Unexpected Cardiac Death” 

Role: Co-I 

Effort: 10% (9/2009 - 12/2009) 

  

Source: HRSA 

Grant: R38OT15492-01-00 

Title:  “Evaluation and Expansion of the use of Extracorporeal Life Support for 

Controlled Organ Donation following Cardiac Death” 

Role: Co-I 

Effort: 2.5% (9/2009 - 12/2009) 

 

Honors and Awards 
 

1997 Phi Beta Kappa 

1998 Walle JH Nauta Award 

2000 Alpha Omega Alpha 

2002 Intern Teaching Award, University of Virginia 

2006 Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar 

2007 Hepatology Young Investigators Award 

2008 American Gastroenterological Association Research Scholar Award 

2010 Rising Star, American Gastroenterological Association 

 

Memberships in Professional Societies 
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2004-present  American Gastroenterological Association 

2004-present  American Association for the Study of Liver Disease 

2004-present  American College of Gastroenterology 

2007-present  International Liver Cancer Association 

2007-present  American Society of Transplantation 

2007-2010  Society for Medical Decision Making 

 

Editorial Positions, Boards, and Peer-Review Service 
 

Editorial Board Member 

 

2011-present  Liver Transplantation 

 

Ad Hoc Reviewer 

 

2007-present JAMA 

2007-present Journal of Clinical Gastroenterology 

2007-present Value in Health 

2007-present Viral Hepatitis 

2008-present Liver International 

2009-present Liver Transplantation 

2009-present Annals of Internal Medicine 

2009-present Hepatology 

2009-present Gastroenterology 

2009-present American Journal of Gastroenterology 

2010-present American Journal of Transplantation 

 

Meeting abstract reviewer 

 

2009 American Transplant Congress 

2010 Society for Medical Decision Making 

2010 American Transplant Congress 

2010 International Liver Transplant Society 

2011 American Transplant Congress 

2012 American Transplant Congress 

 

Meeting session moderator 

 

2011 American Transplant Congress, Liver Allocation and Donor Issues 

2012 American Transplant Congress, Liver Allocation and Donor Issues 

2012 Liver Meeting, Access and Utilization 

2012 Liver Meeting, Clinical Epidemiology Workshop 
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Invited editorials and reviews 

 

2010 American Journal of Transplantation 

2012 Gastroenterology 

2012 Clinical Gastroenterology and Hepatology 

 

Teaching 
 

University of Michigan 

 

Formal Course Instruction 

 

2010-present  Co-instructor, RWJ Masters Program: Leadership course 

 

Internal Lectures 

 

October 7, 2008 GI Grand Rounds 

September 22, 2009 GI Grand Rounds 

July 2010 Internal Medicine Grand Rounds 

September 2011 GI Grand Rounds 

 

Daily teaching sessions with residents during inpatient service 

 

Research Mentorship 

 

2007-2010 Amit Singal, GI fellow and now junior faculty at UTSW 

2009-present Mina Rakoski, GI fellow and now junior faculty at UM 

2009 (summer) Kevin Duan, Student Biomedical Research Program 

2010 (summer) Sarah Lieber, Student Biomedical Research Program 

2010-2011 John Bassett, Transplant Hepatology Fellow 

2011-2012 Steven Scaglione, Transplant Hepatology Fellow 

2011-present Jessica Mellinger, GI fellow 

2011-present Elliott Lee, Operations Engineering PhD candidate 

 

Committee, Organizational, and Volunteer Service 
 

Institutional 

 

2007-2010 Member, Ethics Committee, University of Michigan Hospital 

2011-present Research Physician Champion, MIChart 

 

National 

 

2006-2007 Member; Training, Workforce, and Public Policy Committee, American 

Association for the Study of Liver Disease (AASLD) 

2012-present Advisor, AGA/AASLD Cirrhosis Quality Measures 
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Volunteer Service (Community and Humanitarian) 

 

2004-present  Physician Volunteer; Hope Free Clinic, Ypsilanti, MI 

 

Visiting Professorships, Invited Presentations, and Media Interviews 
 

Visiting Professorships 

April 21, 2011  Visiting Professor, University of Utah 

January 20, 2012 Visiting Professor, University of Chicago 

 

Invited Presentations 

May 20, 2008  Meet-the-Professor, Digestive Disease Week, San Diego, CA 

November 2, 2008 Plenary Presentation, Liver Meeting, San Francisco, CA 

December 6, 2008 Liver Wrap-Up, Northville, MI 

May 14, 2010  Advanced Liver Disease and Transplantation, Northville, MI 

July 2, 2010  Internal Medicine Grand Rounds, University of Michigan 

October 9, 2010 Michigan State Medical Society Ethics Lecture, Traverse City MI 

October 24, 2010 Rising Star Lecture, UEGW, Barcelona, Spain 

December 4, 2010 Liver Wrap-Up, Northville, MI 

November 5, 2011 “Informed Consent for Riskier Organs” – AASLD Transplant Workshop, 

San Francisco, CA  

October 23, 2012 Best of DDW at UEGW, Amsterdam 

 

Media Interviews 

August 2008  Michigan Public Radio: MELD and use of high risk organs 

June 16, 2010  ABC News:  Informing patients about organ quality 

December 3, 2011 Michigan Public Radio: Patient preferences about organ quality 

January 11, 2012 Detroit Free Press:  Patient preferences about organ quality 
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2. Volk ML, Hernandez JC, Su G, Lok AS, Marrero JA.  Risk factors for hepatocellular 

carcinoma may impair the performance of biomarkers: a comparison of AFP, AFP-L3, and 

DCP.  Cancer Biomarkers 2007; 3(2):79-87. 

3. Volk ML, Hernandez JC, Lok AS, Marrero JA.  Modified Charlson Comorbidity Index for 

predicting survival after liver transplantation.  Liver Transplantation 2007; 13:1515-1520. 

(with editorial) 



 

Michael Lucas Volk, M.D., MSc. 1/3/13 7 

4. Volk ML, Vijan S, Marrero JA.  A novel model to measure the harm of transplanting 

hepatocellular carcinoma exceeding Milan criteria.  American Journal of Transplantation 

2008; 8:839-846. 

5. Volk ML, Lok AS, Ubel PA, Vijan S.  Beyond utilitarianism: a method for examining 

competing ethical principles in a decision analysis of liver transplantation.  Medical 

Decision Making 2008;28:763-772. 

6. Volk ML, Lok AS, Pelletier SJ, Ubel PA, Hayward RA.  Impact of the Model for End-

stage Liver Disease allocation policy on the use of high-risk organs for liver 

transplantation.  Gastroenterology 2008;135:1568-1574. 

 (with editorial) 

7. Singal A, Volk ML, Rogers M, Marrero JA.  Ultrasound surveillance for early detection of 

hepatocellular carcinoma: a meta-analysis.  Alimentary Pharmacology and Therapeutics 

2009;30:37-47. 

8. Volk ML, Warren G, Choi HJ, Sonnenday CJ, Marrero JA, Heisler MA.  Geographic 

variation in organ availability is responsible for disparities in liver transplantation between 

Hispanics and Caucasians.  American Journal of Transplantation 2009;9:2113-2118. 

9. Volk ML, Tocco R, Saini S, Lok AS.  The public health impact of antiviral therapy for 

hepatitis C in the United States.  Hepatology 2009;50(6):1750-1755. 

10. Duan K, Englesbe M, Volk ML.  Centers for Disease Control high risk donors and kidney 

utilization.  American Journal of Transplantation 2009;9:1-5. 
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